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FORWARD OPERATING BASE
SALERNO, Afghanistan — The medical
evacuation order was received in the after-
noon of April 25. Six American
servicememebers and one Afghan were in-
jured in an ambush near Shkin – two of the
casualties’ injuries proved to be fatal.

Immediately after receiving the order, the
personnel of the Forward Surgical Team read-
ied themselves for the incoming casualties.
Once the casualtis were assessed, it was dis-
covered that the hospital didn’t have enough
blood.

Word spread throughout the camp like
wildfire, and within minutes, there was ap-
proximately 50 Italian soldiers ready to give
blood to help the wounded American, who
had been shot in the leg, said Sgt. 1st Class
Philip Brewton, 946th FST, Mobile, Ala. The

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Koreans, Thai and even American
soldiers carried lanterns made out of noodle cups and paper and
chanted a religious verse while filing down Disney Drive Thursday
night.

They celebrated the birth of Buddha, who was born more than
2,600 years ago. His birthday falls on April 8 of the Lunar calendar
and is called Vesak Day.

“The ceremony’s purpose is to bless each member of the coali-
tion forces and their families … for people of Afghanistan and all the
world to have peace,” said Korean Lt. Col. Soomoon Chae, senior
liaison officer, Combined Joint Task Force-180.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Philip Brewton, 946th FST

Italian soldier Maurizio Romano, 9th Alpini Regiment, Napoli, Italy, gives blood to help a wounded
American soldier who was wounded in an ambush near Shkin on "Black Friday," April 25.
Approximately 50 Italian soldiers lined up to help relieve the blood shortage.

Italians help Americans on ‘Black Friday’
By Staff Sgt. Christina Bhatti
11th Public Affairs Detachment

See BLOOD, Page 4

Bagram members celebrate Vesak Day
Story and photos by
Pvt. 2 Terri Rorke
11th Public Affairs Detachment

See CEREMONY, Page 3

Bagram servicemembers gather around a Buddhist figurine here Thurs-
day during a ceremony to celebrate the birth of Bhuddism's creator,
Shakamoni, said Korean Lt. Col. Soomoon Chae, senior liasion officer,
Combined Joint Task Force-180.
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon speak to reporters
Sunday after their meeting.

Sharon, Abbas plan to meet on
peace ‘road map’

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon and new Palestinian Prime Minister
Mahmoud Abbas plan to meet this month to dis-
cuss the proposed “road map” to a final peace
plan, Israeli and Palestinian officials said Sunday.

Meanwhile, an Israeli source said high-level
security talks between Israeli and Palestinian of-
ficials — stalled since last year because of ongo-
ing violence — resumed on Saturday.
Mohammed Dahlan, the new Palestinian minis-
ter of state for security affairs, and Gen. Amos
Gilad, who coordinates Israel’s activities in the
Palestinian territories, met in Tel Aviv to resume
the talks, the Israeli source said.

Palestinian Authority Foreign Minister Nabil
Shaath told CNN that Abbas will urge Sharon to
publicly accept the so-called road map, which
Israel has not yet done, “and to start together to
implement this road map — each of us imple-
menting his share of these obligations and re-
sponsibilities.”

The meeting between the two prime minis-
ters is planned to take place before Sharon’s
planned trip to Washington, which is expected
on May 20. Also on Sunday, the Israeli Defense
Ministry said it will give 25,000 Palestinians per-
mission to work in Israel and is releasing 180 pris-
oners as steps toward building trust with the
Palestinians. Israel also announced that it will
open borders for the movement of goods from
the Palestinian territories into neighboring coun-
tries, including Egypt and Jordan.

The prisoners affected were taken into cus-
tody on nonviolent offenses — most for being in
Israel illegally, an Israeli official said. Sixty-three

prisoners were released Sunday and the rest are
scheduled for release Monday, the official said.

The details of the release were discussed in
the unannounced meeting between Dahlan and
Gilad.

The developments came as U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell said Sunday that Israeli and
Palestinian Authority leaders agree on enough
points of the so-called road map to Mideast peace
to move forward with its implementation.

Speaking at a news conference with Abbas
in the West Bank town of Jericho, Powell said
there was “sufficient agreement on the provisions
within the road map so that we can get started.”

The road map is backed by the so-called
Mideast Quartet — United States, the United
Nations, Russia and the European Union. It is
aimed at resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and establishing a peaceful, democratic Palestin-
ian state by 2005.

U.S. shakes up Iraq interim team
WASHINGTON — Retired Army Lt. Gen.

Jay Garner, interim U.S. administrator of Iraq, will
turn over command “within weeks” to former U.S.
diplomat L. Paul Bremer III, appointed Tuesday
as presidential envoy to the country, a senior
Defense Department official said Sunday.

“It has been the plan all along that once
Bremer got his feet on the ground” that Garner
would give up his role, the official said.

Garner had said early on that he expected his
term would last about three months, but this tran-
sition comes at a time that would cut that to about
two months.

Bremer, a counterterrorism expert, was ap-
pointed presidential envoy by President Bush
on Tuesday. In addition, Barbara Bodine, U.S.
coordinator for central Iraq in charge of Baghdad,
will leave her position Sunday after just three
weeks on the job, a senior U.S. official said.

Bodine, who effectively was the interim mayor
of Baghdad, will take a job at the State Depart-
ment in Washington, and the move was not un-
expected, the official said.

Meanwhile, U.S.-led coalition force com-
mander Gen. Tommy Franks announced Sun-
day the end of Saddam Hussein’s Baath Party.

Marine killed by friendly fire was
turning his life around

BOILING SPRINGS, S.C.  — He was a
young man who was struggling to better himself,
but was cut down by an errant bomb in Iraq at the
age of 20.

Just a few years ago, Pvt. Nolen Ryan
Hutchings graduated from Boiling Springs High
School outside of Spartanburg, S.C. The school
celebrated his life recently, turning a classroom
into a memorial for a Marine who gave his life for
his country.

He was an average student, his teachers say,
but one with a big smile and a big heart.

“He just never missed the opportunity to say
a kind word or to let people know that he was
thinking of them,” said Kerise Broome, his former
English teacher.

Those who knew him say Hutchings, like so
many teenagers, had his share of problems. Court
records show he was arrested for trespassing
and petty larceny while still in high school. But
more importantly, his family said, toward the end
of his life, Hutchings was trying to find his way.

“Typical problems, typical kid,” his adopted
father Larry Hutchings said. “But when he did
get into trouble, he settled his own mistakes.”

During his sophomore year in high school,
he reached out to Northbrook Baptist Church in
Boiling Springs for help. “He did it on his own,”
his mother Carolyn Hutchings said. “No one
pushed him into that. And every time them doors
were open, he was there.” He joined a youth group
with the church and went on a few missions to
help spread the faith. But even there, church
members confirm, he struggled. “He tried to do
right,” member Craig Seay says. “He’s like you
and me and everybody else, he messes up some-
times. But he tried to do the best he could.”

A coalition radio announcer Sunday read
Franks’ statement in Arabic. “The Iraqi Baath
Socialist Party is dissolved,” it said.
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BAGRAM, Afghanistan – Not having their
Stetsons and cowboy boots didn’t stop sol-
diers from having a good time Saturday night.

The first Bagram Country Western
Dance was held Saturday at Dragon Palace
after a month of planning.

“We’ve been having a lot of R&B par-
ties, but there are so many different ethnic
groups here and as MWR coordinator I need
to try to appeal to all soldiers not just one
group of soldiers,” said Arthur Chandler,
Morale, Welfare and Recreation coordinator
and dance coordinator.

Spc. Jason Jaques, postal worker, 300th

AG Postal, Homewood, Ill., was the opening
act for the dance and was followed by Spc.
Cassie Blair, promotions clerk, 433rd Person-
nel Support Detachment, Indianapolis.

“I was a little scared about the opening
act. I didn’t know if the soldiers would be
receptive to him,” said Chandler.

Jaques was asked because he performed
at the talent show.

“MWR asked me to open and I was
happy to,” said Jaques.

No contests were held because there was
no sponsor and this was a test to see if there
was an interest. MWR is looking for some-
one to host the next.

“Today is the first day in more than 100 years a public Buddhist
ceremony took place in Afghanistan,” said Chae, a follower of Bud-
dhism.

Before Afghanistan was invaded, the country had a strong Bud-
dhist influence.

The lantern parade commemorates part of the religion’s history.
The light from the lantern represents a blessing from the Buddha
and light for the darkness, said Chae.

A prince of old India named Shakamoni started Buddhism. He
visited a village and the villagers bought oil to light lanterns that
symbolized welcoming the prince. An old, poor widow just managed
to buy a lantern and oil by selling all of her belongings.  By the time
the prince arrived to the village there was a huge storm, which put
out all the lanterns except for one small one – the old widow’s. To
this day the ceremony every year commemorates that one lantern,
which stayed lit through the storm, said Chae.

Similar to the storm in the village, a huge gust of wind suddenly
appeared directly after the ceremony ended. “It’s a miracle,” said
Chae noting that the wind gusted after the ceremony’s end.

Three Dharma teachers from Kabul came to lead the walk of
Buddhists. The essence of Bhudda’s teachings is Dharma, which is

based on the law of release from suffering, leading to spiritual en-
lightenment.

For more information about Buddhism, famous Korean Bud-
dhist leader, Bubyn Snim from India is scheduled to talk to
servicemembers here about the Buddhist philosophy and how to
become a master of one’s mind.

He is scheduled to visit the Korean engineer compound at ap-
proximately 0500Z and hold a ceremony at the Enduring Faith Chapel
at 0600Z May 23. The ceremony is open to all coalition members here.

Bagram’s boot-scootin’ good time

Servicemembers dance as Spc. Jason Jaques, postal worker, 300th AG Postal, Homewood, Ill., performs.

Story and photo by
Spc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11th Public Affairs Detachment

Chandler believes this dance was a suc-
cess and plans to have another next month.

“It was a success because
servicemembers came out and were able to
dance, sing and have a good time,” said Chan-
dler. “It’s just something to relieve stress.”

CEREMONY, from Page 1

Korean Buddhism followers walk down Disney Drive with their lanterns
here Thursday.
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Local weather
    TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Tuesday

Bagram: Scattered showers Mostly clear
H: 79F H: 82F
L: 55F L: 52F

Kandahar: Dust Dust
H: 88F H: 88F
L:  57F L: 54F

Kabul: Scattered showers Mostly clear
H: 79F H: 81F
L: 43F L: 48F

Uzbekistan: Partly cloudy Sunny
H: 77F H: 78F
L: 49F L: 48F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR building: “Traffic.” A
conservative judge is appointed by the Presi-
dent to spearhead America’s escalating war
against drugs, only to discover that his teen-
age daughter is a heroin addict.

Tomorrow’s movie will be “My Blue
Heaven.”

gunshot had pierced his femoral artery.
“They just came out of the woodwork,” said Brewton.

“It was amazing. I wasn’t the only one with a tear in my eye.”
Within minutes, the hospital had fresh blood. In the end

they took and used 10 units. Many of the Italian soldiers
waited for hours to help, and most were turned away.

“I felt it was my duty, but also a pleasure to help,” said
Mattia Branco, 9th Alpini Regiment, Napoli, Italy. “He was a
young boy out there, and we are all here working together
for the same goal.”

His comrade Marizio Romano, 9th Alpini Regt. agreed.
Another Italian soldier had told him about the 19-year-old
soldier and his need for O positive blood.

“It was a duty for us,” Romano said. “His injury was
very serious and he needed help. I would have done it for
anyone who needed it.”

Romano also said it made him feel happy after he do-
nated. He knew the soldier and considered him a friend as
well as a good soldier.

While soldiers waited outside of the medical tent to help,
the doctors inside were busy working miracles of their own.
With the number of casualties, the American doctors knew
they couldn’t do it alone. The Italians came to aid once again.

Italian Capt. Ferderco Lulardo, 9th Alpini Regt. was one
of five doctors who worked to save lives on “Black Friday.”

“The medical team is a family,” he said. “It was the natu-
ral thing to do for the Americans. We are here with them
working for a common goal.”

Another member of the medical family who helped was
1st Lt. Massimiliano Marchitello, 6th Pioneer Regiment, Rome,
Italy; a young doctor, who always wears a blue surgical cap
adorned with the American Flag. The cap was a gift from the
last surgical team, the 909th FST, Fort Sheridan, Ill., and to
him represents “an important sign of freedom.”

“My first thought was to save him,” Marchitello said of
the soldier who needed blood. It was Marchitello who
started to spread the word and organize the donation.

“We are brothers in arms,” he said. “We are here under
the same flag.”

BLOOD, from Page 1
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Chelsea is in; West Ham regulated
LONDON — West Ham was relegated after 10 years in the

Premier League Sunday, while Chelsea took the final Champions
League with a 2-1 victory against Liverpool.

West Ham tied 2-2 with Birmingham. The only way it could have
stayed in the Premier League was to win and hope Bolton lost or
tied against Middlesbrough. But Bolton, which staved off relega-
tion, won 2-1. Sunderland and West Bromwich Albion already had
been dropped.

Chelsea took fourth place for the final Champions League spot,
winning at home on a goal by Jesper Gronkjaer. Both teams started
the day with 64 points, but Chelsea had the better goal difference
and needed only a tie to qualify for Europe’s top club competition.

Manchester United sealed the championship last week for the
eighth time in 11 seasons. Arsenal was assured second place and
Newcastle third.

The last day of the 2002-03 season marked the final Premier
League game for star goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel of Manchester
City. Manchester City, playing its last game at Maine Road after 80
years, lost 1-0 to Southampton.

In other results, it was: Fulham 1, Charlton 0; Manchester United
2, Everton 1; Leeds 3, Aston Villa 1; Arsenal 4, Sunderland 0;
Blackburn 4, Tottenham 0; and West Bromwich Albion 2, Newcastle
2.

Jesper Gronkjaer scored the winner for Chelsea.

Draw enough for Juve
TURIN, Italy — Juventus won the Italian title for the second

straight year Saturday with a 2-2 draw against Perugia, securing its
27th championship with two games left in the season.

Second-placed Inter Milan, the only side who had a mathemati-
cal chance of catching Juve, drew 1-1 at home to Parma leaving
them eight points adrift.

An injury-time equalizer from Perugia’s Fabio Grosso slightly
took the gloss of the occasion at the Delle Alpi stadium after
Marco Di Vaio had put Juventus 2-1 up a minute into the sec-
ond half.

Perugia striker Fabrizio Miccoli, on loan from Juve, had can-
celled out David Trezeguet’s 25th-minute opener from the penalty
spot.

But Grosso’s equalizer counted for nothing once news came
through that Inter had been held.

Juve players danced around the field waving flags and then ran
a lap of honor, joined by some of their families.

With Real Madrid at the Delle Alpi for a Champions League
semi-final, second leg tie on Wednesday, Juve had asked fans not to
invade the pitch as they usually do after winning the title and the
appeal was heeded.

Juventus coach Marcello Lippi also had his mind on the tie with
Real, in which his side trail 2-1 from the first leg, and he started
several leading players, including Alessandro Del Piero and Pavel
Nedved, on the bench.

AC Milan, who face Inter in the return game of their Champions
League semi-final on Tuesday also fielded a weakened side and lost
1-0 at Brescia.

A win for Inter would have kept the title race alive for at least one
more week but after Sierra Leone forward Mohammed Kallon had
given Inter the lead at the break, Parma drew level through former
Inter striker, Romanian Adrian Mutu.

Real Madrid suffers costly loss
MADRID — Real Sociedad moved above Real Madrid into sec-

ond place behind leaders Deportivo Coruna after a 3-1 win over an
in-form Real Mallorca in the first division on Sunday.

Deportivo knocked Real off the top on Saturday with a 2-0 vic-
tory over Malaga, while the former leaders were held to a goalless
draw at lowly Recreativo Huelva.

With five games to go Depor and Sociedad both have 66 points
but Javier Irureta’s side is in first place thanks to its better record in
matches between the two sides.

Former leaders Real, which has frittered away a four-point cush-
ion at the top in just two games, is a point behind the leading pair on
65.

Celta Vigo, which was held to a 2-2 draw at home to Racing
Santander earlier on Sunday, occupy the final Champions League
slot in fourth place a further 11 points behind Real and one ahead of
Valencia who lost 2-1 at home to Villarreal.

The Galicians looked on course for victory at the Balaidos sta-
dium when midfielder Edu put them 2-1 up with a penalty five min-
utes from time.

But Racing refused to fold and substitute Diego Alonso headed
an equalizer in the ninth minute of injury time that kept the
Cantabrians clear of the relegation zone.

                                                                         See SPORTS, Page 7
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BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Polish coalition
forces led the way Sunday during the first
American and coalition beach volleyball tour-
nament.

Polish team no. 2 held the lead over their
comrades, Polish team no. 1, taking the first two
rounds of the final game to win the tournament.

Sixteen American and coalition teams con-
sisting of Marines, Army, Slovakian and Polish
forces signed up to compete in Sunday’s tour-
nament, turning food, music and good old-fash-
ioned sportsmanship into an all-day affair. Ac-
cording to the event coordinators, the tourna-
ment did more than “serve” its purpose.

“Command Sgt. Maj. (Steven) England de-
cided there wasn’t enough interaction between
the American and coalition forces, so I figured
a volleyball tournament would be the perfect
seasonal event to bring everyone together” said
Andrew Solomon, Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation coordinator for Bagram. “It worked out
well since (Jimmy) Sanchez was already plan-
ning something similar for the Marine and Army
personnel.”

“I think this is a good way to bring the
American forces together,” said Sanchez, one
of the event coordinators, VMA 513th, Marine
Support Squadron, Yuma, Ariz. “It’s a good way
to boost morale and promote unit comradery.”

Even though the idea for the tournament
was unanimously agreed upon by the coordi-
nators and coalition forces, getting it started
was easier said than done.

“The weather was a big problem,” said
Solomon. “We had originally scheduled it for
May 4, but we had to cancel it the day before
due to strong winds.”

“Another problem was the language bar-
rier,” Solomon added. “Being that the coalition
forces involved in the tournament don’t speak
English very well, explaining the game rules was
somewhat difficult.”

The American teams involved in the tourna-

ment had some problems with the rules as well.
“Because we were playing with coalition

forces we had to play by international rules
which was something we had never done be-
fore,” said a member of Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort
Bragg, N.C. volleyball team. “Things like a serve
still being in play after hitting the net or playing
rally games up to 25 points instead of 15 were
things we had to adjust to.”

Despite the barriers in language and game
rules, the tournament kicked off around 0500Z
with the Marine and Company B, 527th Engi-
neer Battalion teams starting the first game in
the Marine compound’s pool A and the
Slovakian and   527th  teams in pool B, Slovakian
Compound.

After a best two out of three single elimina-
tion game, both home teams in each pool were
eliminated and Company B moved on.

Company B was soon eliminated in the next
game with the other American teams falling out
throughout the day leaving the Polish coali-
tion teams 1 and 2 standing alone against each
other in the final game of the tournament.

After a long day in the hot sun with bodies
bruised and chaffed from the rough sand, Pol-
ish team 2 dominated the first two rounds of
the final game eliminating their Polish comrades
to win the tournament.

Although tired and hungry after a full day
on the court, the winners and the runners up
stood tall to receive their MWR-sponsored
prizes. Desert camouflage gym bags were
awarded to the 2nd place winners, and the cham-
pions received Operation Enduring Freedom
backpacks with their most valuable player walk-
ing away with a CD player.

In the end, the coordinators said the tour-
nament did more than serve its purpose of bring-
ing units together.

“We had a great turnout today, a lot better
than what I expected,” said Sanchez. “It would
be nice to see units start their own leagues so
we could do this more often.”

“I think this tournament was successful
enough to have one weekly with a monthly
championship tournament,” said Solomon. “It
serves many purposes. Good physical train-
ing, unit comradery and something for troops
to do to pass the time productively.”

Power lifting tournament cancelled
Due to the relocation of the gym the power lifting tournament to be held on Sunday has been cancelled until further notice.

Beach volleyball tournament “serves” its purpose
Story and photo by
Pfc. Christina Carde
11th Public Affairs Detachment

Members of the Marine and Company B, 527th Engineer Battalion volleyball teams jump up for a
spike in pool A's first game of the tournament Sunday.
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By Kevin Kilgore

Laugh Support
kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

 “Do they have to fire that thing every time
we score a touchdown?”

Barcelona missed its chance to move into a UEFA Cup place
after it turned in a disappointing performance and was held to a 0-0
draw at Sevilla.

The Catalans remained a point behind Athletic Bilbao in sev-
enth.

Sociedad began positively as it went in search of an early
goal at Son Moix against a Mallorca side that had taken impres-
sive wins over title rivals Real Madrid and Deportivo in their last
two games.

Midfielder Javi de Pedro should have done better when he sliced
wide of the post in the third minute after Turkish forward Nihat
Kahveci made a darting run down the right wing.

But the Spanish international soon made amends when he
netted from the penalty spot on 10 minutes after Darko Kovacevic
had tangled with Mallorca defender Poli as he bore down on
goal.

Raynald Denoueix’s side took control and extended their lead
just over a quarter of an hour later when Russian midfielder Valery
Karpin slotted home at the far post after defender Agustin Aranzabal
had cut back a fine pass from the byline.

Powerful center forward Darko Kovacevic notched his 18th goal
of the season to put Sociedad 3-0 up when he outjumped the
Mallorca defense to head in a quickly-taken free kick from De Pedro
nine minutes after the break.

Mallorca pulled one back six minutes later when the in-form
Samuel Eto’o poked home at the far post after a Carlos cross was
deflected off a defender but the Basque’s side lead was never in
serious danger.

At the other end of the table, basement club Rayo Vallecano
look destined for relegation after only managing a 1-1 draw at
home to Real Betis.

The modest Madrid-based side is now six points adrift of
fellow strugglers Alaves and Recreativo Huelva.

Lyon earns Champions League spot
Reuters

PARIS — Defending champion Olympique Lyon achieved
one of its goals for the season when it beat Paris St. Germain 1-0
on Sunday to clinch a Champions League spot.

Sonny Anderson broke the deadlock with a fine shot in the
25th minute to take them back into top spot with a three-point
lead over Monaco and just two games remaining.

Olympique Marseille, which slumped to a 3-0 defeat at
Sochaux on Saturday, are in third five points adrift of the leaders.

Fourth-place Girondins Bordeaux trail Lyon by seven points
and the reigning champion is now certain to finish in the top
three to secure at least a place in the preliminary round of Europe’s
showcase competition.

With two games left at lowly Montpellier and against En Avant
Guingamp, Lyon also look ideally placed to become the first team
in a decade to retain its domestic crown.

It has 67 points from 36 matches ahead of Monaco (64), Marseille
(62) and Bordeaux (60).

“We did not mean to be flamboyant, we did what we had to do,”
said Lyon coach Paul Le Guen.

Their performance was far from perfect but Anderson, whose
goal was his 70th for Lyon, was again decisive.

The veteran Brazilian, set up by Philippe Violeau, tried his luck
from afar and caught PSG goalkeeper Jerome Alonzo off his guard
with a powerful shot into the corner.

“We must all be at our best until the end of the season if we want
to go all the way,” Anderson said, refusing to be singled out for his
performance.

“It’s always great to play tense games like this in front of your
home crowd,” he added.

The goal did not seem to do Lyon much good as PSG took
control of the game in the second half but was too clumsy in front of
goal to equalize.

Monaco had kept the pressure on Lyon on Saturday with a 3-1
win over Montpellier, Congo’s Shabani Nonda scoring both the
equalizer and the winner from the principality team.

Nonda leads the goalscorers list with 22 ahead of Bordeaux’s
Pedro Pauleta, who scored his 21st in his team’s 2-0 victory over Le
Havre on Saturday.

The Portuguese striker was voted best player in Ligue 1 by his
fellow professionals for the second year in succession on Sunday.

Troyes, beaten 1-0 at RC Lens on Saturday, was relegated to
Ligue 2 four years after making it back to the top flight.

The Ligue 1 title will be decided over a four-day period from
May 20-24, while Monaco and Sochaux will battle it out in the League
Cup final at the Stade de France on Saturday.

SPORTS from Page 5


